[Wegener's granulomatosis in the head and neck region].
Wegener's granulomatosis (WG) is defined as a granulomatous inflammation of the upper and lower respiratory tract and systemic vasculitis of small and medium sized vessels which is often accompanied by a necrotizing glomerulonephritis. The etiology of the disease is still unknown. In former times untreated WG usually ended deadly. Immunosuppressive therapy made WG a treatable disease with a chronically relapsing course. Therefore an early diagnosis of WG is of utmost importance. WG usually starts as a limited and localized organ manifestation in the upper respiratory tract and it generalizes, if untreated, with pulmonary and renal involvement. Symptoms in the head and neck region are observed in up to 95% of the patients with WG. Sinusitis, crusting of the nose, development of a saddle nose, middle and inner ear symptoms and subglottic stenosis are common manifestations. Due to the early and common manifestation of WG in the head and neck region the otorhinolaryngologist plays an important role for the early diagnosis and the fast initiation of immunosuppressive therapy but also during follow-up for activity assessment.